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Death2Self Info Packet 

Written March 2008 

Preface – WHAT IS DEATH2SELF RECORDS


Welcome readers! This is your basic one-stop shop for information all about Death2Self Records. All the most frequently asked Q’s about us are addressed here, including how can you be part of this label! All of that is inside, so without any further adieu, allow me to explain what Death2Self is:



Death2Self Records was established on September 12, 2004. We as a label define ourselves by our humility and focus that the message of Christ professed by the Word of God is more important than having the illest flow or dopest rhymes. Music to us is ministry first, industry second. 


Over the last four years, we have made an impact nationwide as a non-profit indy label with consecutive album and mixtape releases from a variety of different styles and ministries. We have attended such big shows as SonShine Fest (MN), Rap Fest (NYC), the GMA’s (TN), including one of our own, D2S FEST (TX). 


Death2Self looks to influences people lost in the corrupted views of secular music with inspiring music aimed to remove the “Me, Myself and I” mentality. We are the Luke 9:23-24 of Hip-Hop.

Is Death2Self a Real Label? 


Yes. Based on your definition of what a “record label” is, or your understanding of what a record label is, Death2Self is in fact a real deal record label. A record label is an identity, a gathering where you and your music can be associated. A major benefit of being involved with a record label is the exposure, the ability to classify yourself with others who share your same interests. I believe that it is easier to be exposed in the proper places with your ministry if you came with a strong, powerful team behind you, rather than going it alone as the indy artist. Yes, I believe indy artists can do a great job on their own, but for that extra boost, a record label can work wonders to relieve tension from your work load, and it gives you people to turn to for help or fellowship. 


Like any record label, one guy created the idea for Death2Self. Like any label, Death2Self hasn’t spawned into a big business overnight. A label, like any new breathing creature, needs to learn to crawl before it can walk, and walk before it can run. If you haven’t seen us plastered all over the internet, MTV and all your favorite widespread media chains, it’s because Death2Self is still growing, like any label would. With the right amount of nurturing and an ongoing momentum, this label will be set on its way to compete with the “big boys” of the business. 


Regardless of this, we find ourselves not too concerned with the business aspect of the label as long as God is having His way with the ministry to people. We do intend to be strong and wise businessmen and women when the time comes in the label’s growth, but our number one love is for souls, not monetary profit.  

Compare Death2Self Records to any other label 


When you think of a record label, you think about getting signed and having all your dreams come true, and your only effort required is making a dozen or so songs every two years. You think life will be filled with on stage performances filled with adoration, pretty white unicorns and turning souls around as the next TV Evangelist. 


Sad to say, no record label works in such a way. Before you create your own judgment on Death2Self, you need to understand what goes behind the scenes of many record labels. No artist starts off earning hundreds of thousands of dollars with their first album. As a matter of fact, incoming recording artists are given an advance from the label, which is basically a loan for the artist to use to pay for their own production, touring agency, and other promotional material. The label itself carries the resources and may even have certain services like touring, etc. For the most part, the artist’s advance is spent making the masses aware of their first album, hoping that through the power of mainstream, they will pay off the debt to the label and turn a profit. 


To say that an artist just falls backwards into the loving and supportive arms of a record label that will do all the work is a pure fairy tale. This may not be true with every case, there have been exceptions, and of course, every record label differs. Overall, however, you can’t accept the ideology about how a record label works. It’s impossible to make your career as an artist work by simply doing music and letting the label take care of the rest. It can work to some extent, but it will be very limited. Work ethic is very important when being signed to a label, just ask the professionals. 


So coming back to the original question: how does a record label and Death2Self differ? How are they similar? Similarly to any other record label, Death2Self requires the artist to show a good deal of work ethic. The artist’s career will only go as far as the artist puts in. The ancient scripture from the Word of God states that you will reap what you sow. Therefore, you can expect more support from Death2Self if you show yourself to be continuously active and able to work hard without having the label cater to every single desire. Death2Self works as the backbone, but the body needs to do most of the work. Death2Self is a family, a fellowship above all, and will supply its artists with continuous support and guidance throughout the term of their contract. 

So…what do you provide? 


Like any other label, we provide the resources. For beat production, we’ve assembled an exclusive group of produces offering discounts on production just for our artists. This small collection is called “The Beat Source”. It’s a growing subsidiary to the Death2Self name that will provide new and current artists with production for their albums. 


We have a growing relationship with Indie Community, a team of Christian ministers who provide a means of locating venues to perform or preach in the United States. This will basically answer your question on the touring front. 


We provide free websites for our artists, with restrictions. You would be responsible for the domain name (dotcom), which has a small cost, but the server is on us, the design is on us. We may not be able to make you one within any given time frame depending on our schedule, but we do provide this service at no charge to our artists. 


Death2Self also provides online promo support with graphics. This includes graphics that will be used in their albums as well. We pretty much take away the need of spending hundreds on people who require loads of money for their services. 


Thinking about this in total, you can see that we as a label have quite a bit to offer. If that alone doesn’t appease you, we’re very personal as a label. We consider ourselves family. We require information about the church you attend along with contact info to remain accountable. We also have some media assets including a small-time magazine publication and an annual rap concert known as D2S Fest. 


The basic principle is, if you work hard, you will be successful. As long as you’re willing to do this, you will see that the label itself will be a great benefit for you. Even so, building upon the label with your own effort will help create a better label overall for the next incoming artist. So in that respect, you’re not only taking something out from this, but you’re giving something back. 

How do you sign artists? 


There is no one single method for signing an artist. The biggest attribute we look for in artists is the authentic love and desire to follow God. That alone is the biggest factor. Without it, we won’t know where your heart is with your music or what will happen if you were to build a successful career. People can say all the right words, but until we see them living in it, we can’t invite them into our label. 


We also look for skilled people. We look for people who offer unique styles so that no two artists on our label are alike. We want to diversify our label and reach out to all corners of the globe. This means that even if you are a man / woman of God and very skilled, it doesn’t mean that we’d be interested in handing you a contract. While we would still encourage and pray for you and your success, we have a clear vision in our minds for where we want this label to go, and hope and pray that God will lead our path. 


If you’re looking to be signed, it never hurts to talk to us. Just go ahead and present yourself and your music. Everything else will take care itself on its own. 

What is your 3-Step Plan? 


Our three-step plan is our business plan for breaking grounds into the professional realm. Step one was a time in our label’s life where we were more lenient on the signing process, trial and error, but still following the same principles that we follow now. We were not making money, just making music. 


Step two was achieved in 2006, with the first physical CD produced from Yungtown’s “Renaissance” album. This started up the movement to help us create albums and provide them at shows. We started doing merchandise, and started introducing ourselves more publicly. We’re more strict on the signing process now that the public eye is watching us. We’ve received good and bad feed, so our trial and error process is now over; we’ve learned from our mistakes and are becoming a more serious label. 


Step three will be selling our CD’s through way more venues than ever before. We want to hit retail with this step, being placed on Sound Scan and becoming fully independent as a label. We believe this is where Death2Self is going and will be able to achieve this with God’s accordance. 

Well, that’s all you need to know. If you have any more questions, please contact me, SA, at: spiritanointed@gmail.com God bless! 

-SA

